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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
As I sit down to write this letter, I have just come inside from 
the garden. Standing in the potting shed looking out over the 
Rectory garden, apart from a few snowdrops and the first 
signs of the bulbs I planted last autumn, there is little in the 
way of new growth, and what there is, is currently buried 
below a crisp layer of falling snow. The beauty of last 
autumn, is now rather faded and has become something of a 
damp mess waiting for me to come and clear it away ready 
for spring.  
 
But, as I survey this scene from the potting shed window, I 
have just received a delivery of packets of seeds and have 
been busy filling seed trays for the earliest spring sowings 
(mainly the cone-flower, Echinacea, one of my favourite 
plants). These small seeds will grow into tall stately plants 
full of summer blooms and providing a rich source of pollen 
for the bees and other insects. And there are plenty more 
packets of seeds waiting to be planted over the coming 
weeks and months. For now, the seed trays appear to be 
just bare compost, but they are filled with hope, and filled 
with the promise of what is to come. 
 
March finds us deep into the season of Lent. A season of 
repentance and preparation as we approach the joy, hope 
and celebration of Easter. Over time our Christian lives can 
become rather like our gardens, a bit faded, maybe a bit 
neglected, with little sign of growth and new life. But it is also 
true that, like my seed trays, our lives are filled with hope 
and the promise of what is to come. We need the same 
combination of care as the garden does. In places we need 
to clear away, prune or cut back and get rid of the debris. In 
other areas we need the nurture of good compost to feed us, 
water to enable growth and sunlight to strengthen us and 
draw us upwards.  
 
This is exactly what Lent call us to do. Lent is a time of 
repentance, of clearing away the sins of the past and turning 
back to God. We give things up for Lent as a reminder of 
pruning out that which is sinful, unhelpful or which holds us 
back. But Lent is also a time when we refocus on prayer, on 
studying our Bibles, on nurturing our faith and on growing in 
our discipleship of Jesus. Lent is a time to focus on new 
growth and the promise of the future. We may not all be 
gardeners, but we all need to take time to refocus our lives 
on God, to clear away the debris of the past and plant for the 
future. 
 

As Lent leads us towards Easter, so our attention is turned 
to the hope and joy of the future, to the love of God, and to 
the redemption and eternal life found in the resurrection of 
his son, Jesus Christ, from death on the cross. Easter holds 
out the promise of new life, it directs our attention to the 
hope founded on Jesus Christ and calls us to grow and 
flourish with him. Just as those seed trays and the 
lengthening, warmer days of spring hold out the promise of 
all that is to come in our gardens. 
 
The wonderfully named hymn writer, John MacLeod 
Campbell Crum wrote these words in a glorious Easter 
hymn… 
 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days hath lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
 
I wish you all a blessed, holy and sacred lent, and I look 
forward to sharing the joy and hope of the resurrection with 
you at Easter. 
 
With every blessing 

Rev’d Clive 
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News Items and Adverts for next issue 

Deadline date for the April issue is Monday 8th March. 

Items submitted after the Deadline Date may not be included in the Link. 

Please send News Items, Articles or Social Adverts to Jenny Bokor at 3, Rectory Place, Wymeswold. 
Tel: 881428, E-mail: jennybp54@aol.com 

Please send Commercial Adverts to Chris Keeling at 9, The Stockwell, Wymeswold. 
Tel 880515, E-mail: chriskeeling38@gmail.com 

Please note all Commercial Adverts should be sent in JPEG Format whenever possible, 
otherwise it causes a lot of work so we may need to charge for the time spent creating them. 

Apologies, but we cannot distribute any additional material  
with the Christian Link, e.g. flyers. 

 
 

challenges which have been set over the last 12 months, so 
we came up with the idea of a treasure hunt for Crosses.  
From Sunday 28th March, when we would traditionally give 
out Palm Crosses, through to Good Friday 2nd April, when 
Jesus died on the Cross we challenge you all to find the 
hidden crosses in and around our village.  Unfortunately, 
there are no prizes, but we hope that you will take your cross 
home with you and display it on Easter Day, as we display 
our Cross, which will again be transformed by flowers. 
 

Margaret Folwell 

Having overslept a couple of 
days ago I hurried downstairs, thanking God as I went for 
having allowed me to see another day but also explaining to 
him that I was feeling rather down as, once again, it was 
dark, cold, wet, windy and generally unpleasant.  As I walked 
to the paddock with the dog, still bemoaning my plight, I 
looked down the drive to see the most wonderful, uplifting 
sight - despite the weather and the hardships they must have 
endured to achieve their aim, the snowdrops had peeped 
their little heads out of the ground, beckoning the start of 
good things to come. 
Nature at its best – what a positive, encouraging sight – in 
my self-interest I had forgotten that nature provides and that 
we have the wonders of Spring to look forward to – the days 
are getting lighter, the snowdrops are starting to bloom and 
they will soon be followed by the primroses, the bluebells 
and  daffodils not to mention the blossom and all the other 
fantastic things that Spring provides.  Needless to say, my 
spirits rose instantly and I quickly informed God that I felt so 
much better for reminder that had been given in such a  
timely manner.  
 
The churchyard will be full of these beautiful flowers over the 
coming months and you are most welcome to visit St 
Andrew’s and enjoy their beauty at such a wonderful time of 
the year. It is always well worth it. 
 
Mothering Sunday will be on March the 14th this year.  After 
lunch on the day we are planning a “Walk, destination Mum 
friendly activity” at St Andrew’s.  Details will be posted on the 
notice board and the Church website will be updated 
“barrowandwoldsgroup.com”  
 
At the time of writing this there is still little information on the 
timetables for churches; whether we are going to be able to 
celebrate the Easter season together or whether it will only 
be available on Zoom.  The church website is constantly 
being updated and as details for Lent and Easter become 
available they will appear on “barrowandwoldsgroup.com” 

News from St 
Andrew’s 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Church News 

Methodist News 

Firstly, I want to give thanks.  What for? 
I can hear you asking. Well, my answer is 
I am thankful that I have a faith, family,  
friends and the community I live in amongst many other 
things.  A few weeks ago, like many others over recent 
months, I had a bit of a dip in my morale.  I decided to go for 
a walk to see if this would help me feel better, as I personally 
find being in the countryside is where I am 
happy.  Unfortunately, this didn't lift my spirits quite as much 
as I was hoping.  As I have explained before in these 
articles, I find prayer difficult, but over the months of 
lockdown I have used my walks as a time to pray whilst 
being surrounded by God’s creation. However, on this day 
despite the beautiful surroundings, I found that my mood 
was not lifting quite as quickly as I had hoped.  I continued 
on my walk and started to pray that I would soon feel 
brighter.  As I steadily walked through the village, I 
exchanged brief greetings with others also on their daily 
walks and as I progressed further away from the village 
along the winding lane I became aware I could hear 
footsteps behind me.  On turning I saw friends also out for a 
walk.  We walked and talked for a short time and then went 
our different ways.  As I turned for home I understood that I 
am never alone, that whilst I have my faith, I have all of you 
as well alongside me, as instruments of God’s plan for us 
all.  My mood was lifted and I gave thanks that my prayers 
had been answered, for family, friends, neighbours and the 
Wymeswold community.  So, although you may be feeling 
frustrated at not being able to change the situation we all find 
ourselves in at present, take it from me, we can all play our 
small part in making a difference, even if we don't realise it at 
the time. God is with us through these difficult days as well 
as the good days and is using us all, often when we least 
realise it, to make the world a better place for each other. 
 
This month we celebrate Mothering Sunday on 14th March.  
This is usually a service when we come together as a united 
church to celebrate.  One of the traditions is to hand out  
posies during the service.  We have had to change our 
plans, but wanted to continue to celebrate together and with 
you all, by leaving posies at the Lych gate and Chapel steps 
as part of the joint celebrations.  Please keep you eyes out 
for the posters reminding you how and where to collect your 
posy. 
At the very end of March is Holy Week, starting with Palm 
Sunday on 28th.  We know how much you all enjoy the  
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website. 
The Zoom services held at 10.30 a.m. every Sunday have 
proved to be popular so they will definitely continue for the 
foreseeable future.  
Access to the service is as follows – 
https//02web.zoom.us/j/82369549569  -  Meeting – 
82369549569 
 
Once the Government guidelines have been made public 
and decisions have been reached on the opening of 
churches, possibly by the end of February, the church 
website will be updated. It is also the intention to update 
anyone in the area by putting a notice on the church notice 
board. 
 
Last month I mentioned that there was thought of setting up 
a “Telephone Church Service”.  Well, this is on trial and 
services are being held at 4 p.m. on a Sunday.  If anyone 
would like to know more about this please contact Hannah 
at the Group Office – 01509 416520.  The office is open 
Monday to Wednesday – 10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. and  
Thursdays – 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
 
Before I close, just a quick note to Pam who is currently in 
hospital  -  we are all thinking of you and praying that you 
get better really soon so that you can come home.   God 
bless. 
 
Keep safe. 

   
Adena Hecks 

I would imagine that others 
may have written along similar 
lines this month as the submission date for March is before 
the next Government announcement.  We are continuing to 
strive to do our very best to keep you all up to date and in 
touch with each other as a community. Thank you for your 
continued messages of support and understanding. 
 
The Barrow and Wolds group of churches have developed 
several ways in which people can be involved in services 
and events.  These are through the internet, via Zoom, 
YouTube and Facebook and we have introduced ‘Telephone 
Church’ at 4pm on Sunday afternoons. Rev. Clive continues 
to supply Reading at Home and Prayer sheets on a monthly 
basis.  In addition to this, there have been several online 
social events including Bingo and Quiz nights.  We may not 
be seeing each other in person but there is still plenty to be 
involved in if you would like to be. As always, please look on 
the notice board outside of St. Mary’s church or go to the 
newly relaunched Barrow and Wolds Group website for  
further updates. 
 
We are now in the period of Lent and a five week study 
course is being run online by Rev. Clive and Rev. Fiona. It is 
based on study material by Nick Fawcett on the theme of 
‘Spot the Difference’.  If you are interested, please contact 
either Clive or Fiona and they will be happy to chat to you 
about it. The dates and themes for this course are listed 
below. 
25th February - A love that shows  
4th March - An allegiance that shows  
11th March - A joy that shows  
18th March - A concern that shows  
25th March - A faith that shows 
 
As we are unable to meet in the church building at this time, 
Lent packs have been sent out to homes in the village. They 

Christian Link 

To advertise contact Chris Keeling  
9, The Stockwell, Wymeswold. Tel 880515. 
Thanks to Liz Gray for desktop publishing. 

Thanks to Julian Gray for proof reading this issue. 
Thanks to Susan Crinage for the original cover design and 

to Penny Samuelson for ongoing artwork. 

WYMESWOLD POST OFFICE IN 

THE MEMORIAL HALL 

  

OPENING TIMES 

  
Tuesday 1.15 to 3.30 

Friday 12 - 2.45  

include five weeks of readings for Lent, daily prayers, 
devotions for Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, a candle, a 
palm cross and little Easter eggs.  If you have not received 
this material but feel that you would like a pack, please 
contact Hannah at the Church office in Barrow. 
 
Churches Together 
Both St. Mary’s and the Chapel have traditionally come 
together to celebrate key Christian events throughout the 
year, and I am delighted to say that we will still be making 
posies for Mothering Sunday. The posies will be made in 
household bubbles by members of both congregations and 
Young Church.  
Posies for ‘the Mum in your life’ will be available for  
collection from tables outside both churches, more details of 
which will be in posted closer to the date. Please be assured 
that we will follow all guidelines in the preparation of the 
posies. We hope that you will enjoy this gift from the  
churches in the village and kindly ask that as you collect 
them you follow current Government guidance on social 
distancing and hand sanitising.  Thank you. 
 
In other news… 
We are delighted to let you all know that Mike Hyde has 
recently been licensed as Reader to the Barrow and Wolds 
Group of churches. Mike has lived in the village for many 
years and recently undertook training to become a Lay 
Reader.  He has a wealth of knowledge and experience and 
much to give. We look forward to continuing to hear your 
thoughtful and insightful prayers and sermons, Mike. 
 
Next month I will be giving you more details about how we 
will  be able to celebrate Easter this year.  As I wrote in the 
opening paragraph of this news, much is still uncertain at 
this time but as soon as we know, you will too. 
 
We are all currently facing many different challenges. 
Whatever your personal challenge may be, we hope that 
you know that you are very much in our thoughts and 
prayers and will continue to be so. If you need us, please 
know that we are here. 
 
 

Julie Henshaw 

 

News from St  
Mary’s 
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REMPSTONE VILLAGE HALL  

  
Newly renovated, spacious, well fitted out 
and fully licensed hall for hire. Seating 
and crockery etc. for 110. 
  
Competitive rates per hour 
  
TO BOOK: www.rempstonevillage.org.uk 
or contact 07758 464515 or email 
rempstone_vh@hotmail.co.uk 

East Midlands Ambulance 

Service 

Wolds Community First 

Responders 

 

WE ARE RECRUITING NEW CFR’s 
Have you thought about this or thought you may know 
someone who would make a good CFR? 
The role of CFR for our villages and surrounding areas is so 
important. We are regularly called out locally and have 
saved many lives. We have a CFR car and the Trust 
provides all the uniforms and equipment.  
Please do think about if you could consider training to be a 
CFR. All the training is carried out by EMAS.  Why not have 
a word with Peter about the role.  
Your local CFR’s have been assisting on the recent 
Immunisation programmes across the County. We have also 
covered some front line work for EMAS. 
 

A Reminder about Accessing Your Local AED  
(Village Heart Defibrillators) 

 
In all our local villages we have an emergency Defibrillators. 
They have been paid for by local village community 
donations and are regularly checked. Why don’t you 
familiarise yourself to where they are. 
 
Wymeswold: Outside the Church and Memorial Hall                  
(there is also one inside the Sports Pavilion)                                   
Walton: (Located outside the Anchor Pub)   
Wysall: Located in the Phone Box                            
Hoton, Rempstone, and Burton: At the Village Halls 
 
When a 999 emergency telephone call is made an EMAS 
Controller will ask some basic questions and they will access 
if a Defibrillator is needed. They know where your nearest 
defibrillator is located.     
        
The Wolds CFR group have annual training sessions on 
CPR, Defibrillators and strokes but this year they have been 
curtailed. We do hope to offer these again when we can. 
If you have any questions, assistance or need to learn more 
than phone Peter on 01509 889692 
 
(Registered Charity Number: 1182197) 
 

Peter Blount 
EMAS CFR Group Coordinator                                                  

(01509 889692)     (077 1825 1502) 

 

Laptops for Schools 

 

Many thanks to the kind people who have bought and  
donated laptops for schoolchildren. 
They have been gratefully received by the  schools, who will 
retain ownership of them, and put to very good use. Six were 
placed at Wymeswold school and the remainder are now 
with  schoolchildren in Nottingham. I’ve been very touched 
by the prompt and generous response to my appeal and I 
know that your gifts have made life much easier for many 
families. 

Lesley Blount 

 

Wymeswold 
News 

http://www.rempstonevillage.org.uk
mailto:rempstone_vh@hotmail.co.uk
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Wymeswold Church of 

England Primary 

School 

 
Dream and Believe, Learn and Achieve 

 
A big ‘Shout Out’ to all the school staff  

 What a brilliant job they have done  
We are so proud of them 

We are also so proud of the young people and the 
parents for what they have done. We all know it’s 

not been easy. 
 

The home schooling has been hard for the teachers, pupils 
and parents and they have all worked very hard.  
We are all proud of our school staff for keeping going during 
these hard times and for keeping the school functioning last 
year and this term. The staff continue to provide excellent 
teaching to the children under difficult circumstances. The 
staff have been under a lot of pressure and the journey goes 
on! 
The school was open in January and February for Critical 
Worker Provision and delivering home schooling as well.  
A formal thank you as well for all those wonderful 
contributions of lap tops for those who needed more IT 
support at home. How generous so many people were. 
We continue to pray for the staff, children, parents and 
carers and families at this time. 
 
 

Peter Blount   
 Co-Chair of Governors 

  

Wymeswold Playgroup 

 
Hello Everyone 
 
We have had a lovely start back to Playgroup this term with 
our Winter Wonderland theme. We have explored ice, made 
igloos from sugar cubes, made a giant snowman, been on a 
winter walk, made ice decorations and made a ski slope for 
our play people. We had plenty of real snow to play in too 
and we made a wonderful snowman. 
We learnt about space and looked at the stories ‘whatever 
next’ and Aliens love underpants’. 
We ended the half term by celebrating Pancake Day, 
Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day. We had a pancake 
race, ate some yummy pancakes and enjoyed eating 
noodles and egg fried rice with our chopsticks.  
During the last week of half term we also took part in a 
sponsored ‘Danceathon’ to raise funds towards ‘Tapestry’ 
which is an online learning Journal for the children. We had 
so much fun showing off our groovy moves and we even 
had a boogie in the snow. Thank you to everyone who 
sponsored us, we are extremely grateful.   
 
We have a lovely little Playgroup here in Wymeswold for 
children aged 2 years to school age. We are open Mon-Fri 
9:15-12:15 with a lunch club from 12:15-1:15. If you would 
like to find out more information please call us on 
07599059061 or email us at 
wymeswoldplaygroup@gmail.com  
You can also find us on Facebook for updates and 
information on all the fun activities we do.  
 
Thank you to everyone who have donated items/toys to 
Playgroup, it is very much appreciated. We are a charity run 

playgroup and rely heavily on fund raising and your 
generosity. 

Nichola Hathern 

mailto:wymeswoldplaygroup@gmail.com
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Blue Campaign 

 

Residents may have noticed the appearance of blue, heart- 
shaped signs in the grass on Burton Lane between the scout 
hut and Hoton Road. 
  
These signs are to indicate that Wymeswold Parish Council 
has joined Leicestershire County Council's 'Blue' Campaign 
and they mark the area of grass which is to be left uncut until 
August. Leicestershire County Council has become the first 
local authority in the Midlands to join the Blue campaign, 
which aims to promote biodiversity by encouraging more 
wild flowers, plants and insects in roadside verges.  
https://bluecampaignhub.com/about-us 
 
The Blue campaign was launched in 2014 by wildlife film 
maker, Fergus Beeley, who has worked with David 
Attenborough, in response to a report on the State of Nature 
published by the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 
that year, which highlighted the dramatic decline in 
biodiversity across the UK. 
 
Many parish councils in Leicestershire have now signed up 
to the scheme.  In June botanists from Naturespot will be 
coming to identify what wild flowers there are in the verge 
and advise the parish council on their protection and how to 
increase their numbers  
 

Adrian Cooke 
on behalf of Wymeswold Parish Council  

 

 

 

https://bluecampaignhub.com/about-us
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Wymeswold Parish Council 

 

 

Community Housing & Planning Survey 2021: Tuesday 16th February 2021 
 
 
Wymeswold Parish Council would be extremely grateful if you could complete the survey and share the 
link with others in the village - response required by Thursday 11th March. 
 
There are currently two large scale planning applications lodged with Charnwood Borough Council. 
However there are 11 potential sites in total varying in capacity between 25 to 3,450 dwellings that have 
been identified as possible locations for development 
 
If you have friends or family members in the village that you know do not have access to the survey on 
line, please do let them know that paper copies are available on request. Please contact the clerk on 
07592 382114 or via email at wymeswoldpc@hotmail.co.uk to arrange for paper copies to be delivered. 
They can be returned to the village pharmacy and the village store. 
 
We appreciate that this is a very long questionnaire, however, we urge you to read and complete the 
entire survey from which the Parish Council can formulate a report which we will use when writing our 
response to a planning application. 
 
One response per household please. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WymeswoldCommunityConsultation 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jo Ling 

Chair of Wymeswold Parish Council 
 

 

Wymeswold: Community 
Housing & Planning Survey 
2021 

A community consultation survey created 
by Wymeswold Parish Council 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk 

mailto:wymeswoldpc@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WymeswoldCommunityConsultation
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WymeswoldCommunityConsultation
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WymeswoldCommunityConsultation
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WymeswoldCommunityConsultation
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WymeswoldCommunityConsultation
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
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The Parish Council continues to support residents in their 
concerns and is doing everything that they can in relation to 
planning and flooding issues in the parish. 
 
NESTING BIRDS 
Residents are reminded that it is an offence under Section 1 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981 (as amended by 
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000), to damage or 
destroy the nest of any wild bird in use, or being built. The 
nesting season is generally from 1st March to 31st July 
when any major work to trees or hedges should be avoided. 
If anything has to be done, it is essential that extensive 
checks are carried out before work is started. It would be an 
intentional act to cut down trees or hedges or to pull ivy (a 
common nesting site) from trees if a nest is present. It is not 
a defence to not look and plead ignorance. All reputable tree 
surgeons are fully aware of these laws, so please ensure 
that you use a professional. 
 
POLICE REPORT 
There was no reported crime in Burton on the Wolds or 
Cotes. Prestwold had 1 x Criminal Damage to a gate 
reported in the area of Prestwold Lane. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place virtually on 
Tuesday 2nd March 2021 at 7.30 p.m. unless advised 
otherwise. 
 

Stephanie Massey 
E burtonclerk@gmail.com, 

www.burtoncotesprestwoldparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Burton on the Wolds Playing Field 

Association 

 

With luck, by the time you read this we will be coming out of 
lockdown.  This means a lot to the charity because tennis, 
football and pavilion hire should be able to take place again.  
In 2021 there will be changes in the arrangements for 
playing tennis.  The courts will be able to be booked and 
paid for on-line. Families and individuals can buy year-long 
unlimited play for a one off fee. There will be more 
information about this in the next issue of the Link and on 
the village website and Community Hub Facebook page.    
In readiness for an active spring the tennis courts have been 
cleaned and other projects are afoot to improve the amenity. 
The work on the concrete base of the old pavilion has 
caused much speculation over the past two years, but it’s 
purpose should be apparent soon.  The application of 
thermo-plastic graphics will offer opportunities for interactive 
play and exercise.  Remember hop-scotch?  
 
It was with some reluctance that the decision was taken to 
postpone the village fete until 3rd July 2022. The PFA’s 50th 
celebratory village fete was cancelled last year because of 
the pandemic. This was planned to be a big fundraising push 
towards buying a piece of challenging play equipment for 

News 
Burton  Hoton 

Cotes  Prestwold 

Burton on the 

Wolds, Cotes and 

Prestwold Parish 

mailto:burtonclerk@gmail.com
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Hire Burton on the Wolds 
Village Hall 

 
To book please contact 

 
    BOTWVillageHall@gmail.com 

 Or telephone 07421307029 

 

Hire Walton on the Wolds 
Village Hall 

 
Phone  

Ian McMillan 01509 880577 
Or Liz Keogh 01509 881740 

your knits with young folk around the world , give me a call 
(881365). 
All you need is 2 sticks and a bit of string...... 
 
  

Sandi Cowell 
 

 
 

Burton 

Plantation 

 
Volunteer work in the 
Plantation stopped 
completely for the first 6 weeks of lockdown but then 
resumed in very small groups for essential work only, and 
under very strict safety guidelines.  
 
All being well, the planned felling should be completed in 
February. (This is professional work so permitted under the 
lockdown rules.) As previously, the aim is to remove some 
dead and diseased sycamores to make room for other 
existing trees to develop more fully or for us to plant native 
species to replace them. 
 
We have also applied for a disease-resistant elm. These 
have been grown by Goscote Nurseries, and are now being 
offered to parish councils for planting. We have had elms in 
the Plantation previously, but they succumb to disease as 
soon as they reach the tree canopy where the Dutch elm 
beetles can find them, so it will be great if we can establish a 
resistant elm. 
 
Hopefully by the time you read this the restrictions will be at 
least relaxed a little and we can return to volunteer sessions 
in some form before the season ends.  
 
Up to date information will be shared through the Plantation 
Newsletter (Email me to subscribe) and village Facebook 
page. 

 
Many Thanks 

 
Lyn Cooper   Lyncooperpc@gmail.com  

Plantation Volunteer Co-ordinator  
  

older children.  It was felt there is still too much uncertainty to 
plan and take on the financial commitments of holding a 
large event this summer. If it turns out that large gatherings 
are possible then we will join the national “Have a Field Day” 
celebrations in July and advertise a social gathering with 
whatever impromptu entertainment we can drum up closer to 
the time.  We might need some help with this, so look out for 
requests, or contact the secretary with your ideas.  
 
The field has never had as much use as it has had in the 
past year, however like many charities the PFA’s revenue 
has fallen considerably.  The surface of the field has become 
very compacted and this has made it even more prone to 
waterlogging.  Much remedial work is necessary to do to get 
the field back into shape this summer, decompacting, 
feeding, scarifying etc. more than our maintenance budget 
has allowed for.  If you are enjoying all the benefits of having 
the field in Burton on the Wolds you can show your 
appreciation with a small donation towards the spring 
maintenance bills or ask to be on our list of volunteers, able 
to help with some of the jobs that don’t get given to a 
contractor  
Account Name: Burton on the Wolds Playing Field 
Association  
Lloyds TSB, Account Number: 02732760, Sort code: 
771516    
Reference:  PFA appeal  
 
The Playing Field is a great community facility due to the 
efforts of volunteers, trustees and the management 
committee.  All the meetings, about 5 a year are public, 
either virtually, or in the pavilion.  Details are published on 
the village website or on notices at the field. Why not join 
one of our meetings and share your thoughts and ideas for 
the future of the playing field in Burton on the Wolds?  The 
next meetings are Monday 15th March and Monday 17th May, 
which is also the AGM. 
    

Catherine Thomson  
Secretary, Playing Field Association  

burtonpfa@gmail.com  
07887 996293 

 
 

Teams 4 U Knitting 

  
Usually in March, our lovely local knitters and stitchers meet 
together for a chat and to hear more about the distribution of 
the Christmas Shoeboxes that our knitted items have helped 
to fill. For obvious reasons, we are not planning to meet as 
usual this spring, however I very much hope that everyone is 
still enjoying knitting their way through lockdown to produce 
the much needed hats, gloves, scarves (and more) that will 
help to to warm the bodies and hearts of young people in 
Eastern Europe at Christmas 2021. 
  
Last Christmas, our woollies went on a journey via Derby to 
Romania, where  this time especially the shoeboxes were 
received with particular joy and gratitude. If you are able, 
please take a look at the charity’s website, 
www.teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal, or Facebook page, 
Teams4u The Charity, to see photos of shoeboxes reaching 
their recipients; the smiles on the children’s faces as they 
open up their boxes will bring a smile to your face, I’m sure, 
and maybe a lump to your throat. 
  
We hope very much to be able to meet again in October to 
gather up the work of the year and pass it all onto the 
charity, however if lockdown has made you so productive 
that your cupboards are bulging with woolly goodies, please 
feel free to drop them off at my house, I’m sure my husband 
won’t notice a few more hiding here and there! 
  
If you would like to know more, or if you have learnt a new 
knitting skill during the pandemic and would like to share 

mailto:BOTWVillageHall@gmail.com
mailto:Lyncooperpc@gmail.com
mailto:burtonpfa@gmail.com
http://www.teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal


PAGE 12                                                                                                                                                            Christian Link                                                                                                               

 

 

General News 

County Council News 

  
The County Council should consider how it 
communicates its role as Lead Local Flood Authority, 
according to a Council Scrutiny Review Panel. 
  
At the moment the Council is limited in its powers to 
resolve flooding issues. The Council’s Cabinet has 
decided to lobby Government to strengthen the law so 
the Council can take firmer action. 
  
The title “Lead Local Flood Authority”  (LLFA) 
understandably gives members of the public the 
impression that the Council has more powers than it 
actually has. One recommendation by the Panel is that 
communication of the Council’s role and responsibilities as 
the LLFA be reviewed to clarify that whilst it does have 
limited powers under the Land Drainage Act 1991 it does 
not have powers to force other authorities to carry out 
works to help alleviate flooding issues. It is therefore 
limited in its ability to implement solutions to flooding 
issues or enforce other agencies and riparian owners 
to undertake works, even when works are identified as 
being necessary following a Section 19 investigation.  
  
A Section 19 flood investigation report is a public 
statement of the circumstances of a flood event and which 
parties have a role in managing the risks. 
  
It is felt important to communicate this limitation on powers 
clearly to enable residents to understand the Council’s 
position. On receiving the Panel’s report the Cabinet 
resolved to make representations to Government to 
strengthen the legislation to enable the County Council as 
LLFA to require relevant agencies to complete mitigating 
measures arising from Section 19 reports. 
  
Other recommendations include: 
  
The County Council working with the Local Resilience 
Forum (LRF) to ensure that communities and residents be 
made aware of actions that they can take to mitigate the 
potential impact of flooding and increase their resilience; 
  
That all residents be encouraged to sign up for the 
Environment Agency’s flood alert system; 
  
And that new communication messages are created to 
address those who have never experienced a flooding 
event to highlight the risks in light of the increasing risk of 
climate change. 
  
The Council’s Cabinet has accepted all of the twenty-
five recommendations made by the Panel. The Panel’s 
Report, and the Cabinet’s response, are available to read 
on the County Council’s website. Please search: 
“Leicestershire County Council Cabinet Meetings”. 
  
Economic Recovery 
  
The County Council is continuing to support 
economic recovery in Leicestershire. Recent new 
proposals include acting as a Kickstart Gateway, in 
partnership with Leicester City Council, to provide 
placements within the Council, extended to twelve months 
duration, and to support Leicestershire small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) in also offering extended 
placements.  
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Great for a summer children’s party 
  

HIRE THE SPORTS PAVILION  
 

at Towles Field, Burton on the Wolds 
 

Phone Pam Harrison 01509 880058  

A further initiative is to establish a two-year Work+ project to 
support individuals actively looking for employment to 
become work ready. 
  

Richard Shepherd, County Councillor 
Telephone:  01509 413903 

Email:  richard.shepherd@leics.gov.uk 
  

 
 
RAF Wymeswold post-WWII 
 

In April the Wolds Historical 
Organisation plans to print a small 
number of copies of Richard Knight’s 
detailed history of activities at 
Wymeswold airfield in the 1950s and 
1960s, published 2019–2020 as six PDF files 
(www.hoap.co.uk/who/index.htm#raf) 
 

Most of Richard’s information 
is about the activities of the 
504, 257 and 263 Squadrons, 
the Rolls Royce test flight and 
Field Aircraft Services when 
based at the airfield. There 
are also previously unprinted 
photographs taken in the 
winter of 1944 and during the 
build up to D-Day as well as 
photographs taken during 
public open days.   
 

The WHO committee realises 
that not everyone interested is 
able to read the online 
version.  The short print run 
will also enable copies to be sent to the national archives 
(such the Imperial War Museum, RAF Hendon, and the six 
copyright libraries) plus several local archives (including the 
Leicestershire record office).  
 

The book has 210 pages of which 30 are in full colour.  Page 
size is 245 x 175 mm. In total there are almost 70,000 words 
and about 440 photographs. The cost will be £15.00 each 
(payable on delivery). 
 

If you would like a printed copy – or know someone who is 
interested in the airfield but can’t access the online PDFs – 
then copies must be ordered in advance of printing. 
Deadline for orders is 31st March.  A very small number of 
‘extra’ copies will be printed but there are no plans to sell via 
local shops. 
 

If you would like a copy then please contact me. Note that I 
am expecting to move during March so my current phone 
number (881342) and address may not be a reliable way to 
contact me.  My email address bobtrubs@indigogroup.co.uk 
will be unchanged.  Alternatively phone Richard on 880858 
and he will take orders. 
 

In anticipation of my move Phil Thorpe, previously Vice-
Chair, is now Chair of the Wolds Historical Organisation and 
I am now Vice-Chair. 
 

Bob Trubshaw 
Vice-Chair 

Wolds Historical Organisation 

  

mailto:richard.shepherd@leics.gov.uk
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1
st

 Wolds Scout Group 
 

Scouting is still going in the Wolds 
Over 100 young people & 21 leaders 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
(We now need some more leaders across all sections) 

 
Scouting goes on. We keep going to keep our Promise. All 
four sections meet every week and we have a nearly full turn 
out at each of our sessions every week. 
It has been very hard for everyone but we all have had to 
keep smiling and keep going. 
We have been meeting on Zoom and we do hope that soon 
we will be meeting face to face in the Scout HQ. What a 
party that will be! For all our ages of ‘Scouting Zoom’ it is 
exciting, silly and fun and they get to see their friends. It’s 
certainly not boring. It is nothing like school zoom – just ask 
any parent. Every section with our over 100 young people 
are meeting regularly. Parents tell us that they all look 
forward to the zoom meetings because they are different.  
 
We have 15 Beavers in the new Tuesday Colony and 27 in 
Thursday Colony, 30 Cubs and 32 Scouts. 
We will soon be back hiking, cycling, fire lighting and camp 
cooking, pioneering and doing all those challenging and 
exciting things we do in Scouting. 
 

However, we do need more assistant leaders to join our 
teams. Please do think about this. It’s not every week and its 
fun. 
The Scouting ‘never give up’ spirit has been so important – 
all the young people and the leaders continue to all risen to 
the challenges.  
 
We hope that this year we will have all those fun and 
fundraising events that we missed last year. Dare we say 
our Bonfire event will be even bigger this year.  
Remembrance Day was not the same last year without the 
Scout Parade so we hope that will be back this year. 
 
The new Beaver Section: 
The new Beaver Colony has started and will be meeting 
regularly this year with five new leaders. We have caught up 
with our long Beaver waiting list. The future sees our other 
sections being full and needing to expand. 
 
 

The 1
st

 Wolds Section Leaders: 
 
Group Scout Leader & Scout Section Leader: 
 Peter Blount  01509 889692     
  
Beavers (Tuesday) Administrator: Peter Blount           

01509 889692 

Beavers (Thursday): Beaver Leaders:                          

David Bradshaw/Mandy Hickling  David:07879846812 

Mandy:07709784118   

 
Cub Scout Leader: Shaun Black 01509 880438        
       
Scouts: Scout Leader: Peter Blount   01509 889692  
 

 
Yours in Scouting 

Peter Blount    
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Roman Catholic Services:  East Leake & Keyworth:  
Father Michael (Parish Priest), Our Lady of the Angels, Main Street, East Leake (01509 852147). 
  www.grasshopper-hosting.co.uk/eastleakeandkeyworth/04_MassTimes/MassTimes.html 
Saturdays: 6pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday) Our Lady of the Angels, Main Street, East Leake. 
Sundays: 9am St Margaret Clitherow, Willow Brook, Keyworth. Sundays: 11am Our Lady of the Angels, Main Street, East Leake. 
 
Methodist 
Rev John Pugh, 18 Kingfisher Road, Mountsorrel, LE12 7FG  (01162304689) Day Off: Saturday  
Superintendent Minister:  Rev Andrew Lomax, Logos House, 23 Lemontree Lane, Loughborough, LE11 2QS (01509219804) Day Off: 
Monday 
Circuit Administrator:  Mrs Josephine Wills, c/o Trinity Methodist Church Centre, Royland Road, Loughborough: (01509807441) 

Office hrs: Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 10am to 2pm loughboroughmethodist@gmail.com 

Church Stewards: Margaret Folwell (880770). 
 
Barrow Baptist Church 
Ministers: Rev Neil Jones and Rev Ben Haldane, Beveridge Street, Barrow upon Soar, 01509 416603 office@barrowbaptist.org.uk 
Services are held at 10am on Sunday mornings.  There are various mid-week groups for all ages, please contact us for more 
information. 

  
Barrow & Wolds Group of Churches 
Anglican - Barrow and Wolds Group 
Holy Trinity, Barrow with St Mary, Walton, and St Andrew, Prestwold with Hoton and St Mary, Wymeswold.     
For more information and details of services please check the website: www.barrowandwoldsgroup.com 
 
Priest in Charge: Rev’d Clive Watts (Day off Friday) 
T: 07534 899522 
E: rev.clive.watts@barrowandwoldsgroup.com 
A: The Rectory, 27 Cotes Road, Barrow-upon-Soar, LE12 8JP 
 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Fiona Cotton-Betteridge (Working days, Fri-Sun) 
T:07903 665912 
E: rev.fiona@barrowandwoldsgroup.com 
 
Administrator: Mrs Hannah White (Office Hours, Mon & Wed 9-3 and Thur 9-12) 
T:01509 416520 
E: enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com 
 
Churchwardens:  
St Mary’s Wymeswold: Michael Henshaw (880218).  
Holy Trinity, Barrow : Mr Richard Hudson & Mr Andrew Garner 
St Andrew Prestwold: Vacant 
St Mary, Walton Mr Jeremy Bowman  

mailto:office@barrowbaptist.org.uk
http://www.barrowandwoldsgroup.com
mailto:rev.clive.watts@barrowandwoldsgroup.com
mailto:rev.fiona@barrowandwoldsgroup.com
mailto:enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com


PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 

Tel 01949 81231 
07754519576 



PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS 

Lunch 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 12 till 2 

 

Set menu now Set 3 course menu £29 

 

Sunday Lunch now 3 courses for £32 

 

Dinner 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 6 till 9 

 

7 Course Grazing menu From £50 

 
Saturday Night Grazing From £65 


